
St. Valentine’s Day is rolling around again. For the 
most part St. Valentine’s Day is about romantic 
expressions of love: hearts and flowers and chocolates 
and diamonds. After all “he went to Jared” and “every 
kiss begins with Kay.”

Sometimes in the hype and commercialism of St. Valentine’s Day we 
forget its origins. It is a day to celebrate the life and death of a Saint. The 
legends connected with St. Valentine are many but the basics are that he 
was a Christian, a priest, who was imprisoned for his faith. He continued 
to witness and practice his faith in jail and was eventually beheaded for 
it. Valentine was a priest and probably celibate, so it is ironic that his day 
should be associated primarily with romantic love.

Don’t get me wrong, I am not suggesting that we 
stop expressing love for our spouses, families, and 
other significant people in our lives. But perhaps we 
can recall the deeper love that Valentine lived. He 
was a martyr. The Greek word martus, from which 
we get “martyr,” means witness. Valentine witnessed 
to his faith through his willingness to die. Are we 
ready to die for our faith? Jesus said, “No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.”(John 15:13) Of course most of us 
will never have the opportunity to die for someone 
else, but we all have opportunities to sacrifice for 

others: to give of time and energy to help another.

Are you going to celebrate St. Valentine’s Day? Go ahead and give tokens 
of affection to family and friends. Indulge in some chocolate and flowers. 
Go on a date. But maybe also take some time to sacrifice for the needy 
and to speak up for justice and righteousness. Make Valentine proud!

See you in church,

Alex Stevenson 

Mission:
We, the congregation, 
in humble and selfless 
service to God, will 

go forth joyfully, 
empowered and 

enabled by the Holy 
Spirit, to seek out, 

welcome, accept, and 
nurture persons to 

become faithful and 
effective disciples for 

Jesus Christ.
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Souper Bowl of Caring

February 13, 2022

As you are probably aware, Feb. 13th is the 
FOOTBALL Super Bowl.  Our church will also 
participate in the S-O-U-P-E-R Bowl (of Caring). 

The “Souper Bowl of Caring” is a grassroots, 
faith-based effort against hunger. It began in 1990 at Spring Valley Presbyterian church in Columbia, 
SC where the youth decided to use the hype over the Super Bowl to collect food and funds for the 
hungry. Since then, churches and organizations all over the world have been collecting money and 
food to be given to a local ministry that alleviates hunger. Since then, over $170 million has been 
raised and donated to hunger relief charities.

This year we will be lining up on the offensive against hunger and our youth will be calling the plays. 
They will be at the doors of the church after the service on Feb. 13 to collect at least $1 from each 
person. This money will be given to a local hunger-fighting ministry of their choice. This will be in 
addition to gathering non-perishable food items. Join the team this year & go long!  Fighting hunger 
is not a spectator sport. It is a participation sport. 

(For more information go to tacklehunger.org.)

Confirmation Class

We will begin the Confirmation Class on 
February 6th during the Sunday School hour. 
If you have a 6th to 8th grader who is ready to 
join the Confirmation Class and you have not 
talked to the church about their participation, 
please contact Rev. Alex Stevenson.

Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday

Jesus took Peter, James, and John up a mountain and was transfigured 
so that he glowed before them. The church remembers this event every 
year on Transfiguration of our Lord Sunday which is the last Sunday 
before Lent begins. This year Transfiguration Sunday is February 27th. 
Come and celebrate the glory of God revealed in Jesus Christ and look to 
see the glory of God revealed in your life!

Announcements



Bible Study of Romans

The Book of Romans was a letter written by Paul the 
Apostle to the church in Rome. In it he tried to introduce 
them to his theology of Jesus Christ as the Messiah and 
Savior. It is the most complete and direct theological 
explanation of the Christian faith. Please join us each 
Tuesdays at 11 am in the Steve Camp Classroom or on 
Zoom. The lessons for this month are:
W	Feb. 1: Romans 3:21-4:25
W	Feb. 8: Romans 5
W	Feb. 15: Romans 6
W	Feb. 22: Romans 7

Upcoming Sermons for January

W	February 2:  Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11 “What To Do When You Encounter God: A Field Manual” 
   Rev. Alex Stevenson

W	February 13: 1st Corinthians 13:4-8 “Love Like a Hurricane”  
  Lay Associate/Youth Director Rob Elovecky

W	January 16:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 “An Epic As Big As Life” Rev. Alex Stevenson

W	January 23:  Exodus 34:29-35; Luke 9:28-36 “Transfiguration: A Recipe” Rev. Alex Stevenson

Genesis Services

We are continuing Genesis services after our January break! This month Genesis 
will meet on 2nd and 4th Sundays at 5 pm in the Mission and Fellowship Center.

W	February 13: John 15:12-17 “Be My Valentine” Rev. Alex Stevenson
W	February 27: Lynn Shore-Hollis

Announcements



Announcements

Shrove Tuesday:  
“Party for tomorrow may be Lent!”

Also known as “Fat Tuesday” or “Mardi 
Gras,” Shrove Tuesday is basically the day 
of preparation for Lent. The name “shrove” 
is rumored to derive from the word “shrive” or confess. It takes place on the 
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (the first day of Lent).  Shrove Tuesday is on 
March 1st this year. The tradition in the church of having pancake suppers and 
the secular tradition of just plain partying probably derives from the practice of 
feasting before the Lenten fast. Come and let us break bread together!

Ash Wednesday

At noon and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 2nd we will have Ash 
Wednesday services. The Ash Wednesday Service includes an 
ancient tradition of placing a smudge of ash on the forehead as an 
expression of the spiritual truth that we are all dust and ashes and in 
need of God’s Spirit and grace to make us alive. The noon service 
is to accommodate those who do not drive after dark and people 
working downtown who can come on their lunch break.  Come and 
experience one of these moving services!



Are you called to be a Lay Servant?
Lay Servant Ministries is a program to provide training 
opportunities and experiences to equip disciples of Jesus Christ 
to realize and respond to their personal call to ministry.  Lay 
Servant Ministries strive to help disciples become aware of their 
particular gifts by offering education to enhance and develop 
the skills necessary to bring them to fruition. It is an excellent 
way for people to be better servants of Jesus Christ, to become 
stronger church leaders, and to more capably assist their pastors.

What is a Lay Servant?

A United Methodist Lay Servant is an active member of a local church or charge who is 
ready and desirous to serve the Church and who is well informed on and committed to 
the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of The United Methodist 
Church and who has received specific training to develop skills in witnessing to the 
Christian faith through spoken communications, church and community leadership, and 
care-giving ministries. Lay Servants serve by leading, caring and communicating.

Leading 
Lay Servants combine words and actions in leadership roles within their churches 
and communities.

Caring 
Lay Servants care for others. Some are involved in crisis ministries, such as visiting 
grieving families. Lay servants share a ministry of caring one-on-one with people in 
times of need and in times of joy, and show their faith by responding to others with 
care–giving love and service.

Communicating 
Lay Servants often fill pulpits, lead Bible studies, or speak in youth and children’s 
groups, healthcare centers, retirement centers, prison ministries, and more.

There are four types of Lay Servants: Basic Lay Servants, Certified Lay Servants, 
Certified Lay Speakers and Certified Lay Ministers.

If you are interested or would like more information 
please contact Lynn Shore-Hollis at 803-517-8093 
or by email at lshorehollis@cloverfumc.org 
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“I believe in the sun
even when it is not shining

And I believe in love,
even when there’s no one there.

And I believe in God,
even when He is silent.

I believe through any trial,
there is always a way

But sometimes in this suffering
and hopeless despair

My heart cries for shelter,
to know someone’s there

But a voice rises within me, saying hold on
my child, I’ll give you strength,

I’ll give you hope. Just stay a little while.
I believe in the sun

even when it is not shining
And I believe in love

even when there’s no one there
But I believe in God

even when he is silent
I believe through any trial

there is always a way.
May there someday be sunshine

May there someday be happiness
May there someday be love

May there someday be peace….Unknown



Greetings all,

Everyone is welcome to attend our first Missions Committee meeting of 
this year.  The Missions Committee members are not appointed.  Anyone 
interested in coming to sit in is welcomed to do so.  If you want to be a 
member of the committee, just let me know.

Starr and I will be co-chairs for the committee this year, and our first meeting will be on Tuesday, 
February 15th, @ 7pm.  We will meet in the Steve Camp classroom.  We will also likely offer the 
meeting via Zoom, for any that can't attend in person.

We will look at our budget for this year and discuss the way ahead for 2022.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Thanks,
David Wray
(803) 367-1351

UMW News

The UMW has started a new year and we want to invite 
any woman who is not a part of the UMW to join.  We 
welcome you to participate and support the UMW as 
we grow in our faith together.  If you have questions, 
feel free to speak with any of the UMW members.

Welcome and Blessings, Evelyn Cameron,  
President of FUMC UMW

Salkehatchie 2022 is happening with many new guidelines.  
There are only a few camps willing to try this year.  I have 
talked to several adult leaders that attend our camp and other 
church members that encouraged me to hold a camp this year 
at FUMC.  I must be honest.  I had decided to decline this year 
but then we sung The Summons.  I felt God’s calling to host 

the camp this year.  I have told several that God will get you no matter what!  There is a meeting in 
February, and I will know more then. As of  now, I would like FUMC to host a Salkehatchie Camp 
in July.  Please pray for the camps and that God will give us the guidance needed during these trying 
times.

Blessings, 
Evelyn Cameron



 

 
8:30 Service 11:00 Service
02/06     Chris Wilson  Becky Jackson
             Hope Long Kelly Nellums
02/13    Sarah Dover Tommy Burton
             Hope Long Evelyn Cameron
02/20  Evelyn Cameron Lindee Dover
            Hope Long Sarah Dover
02/27   Susan Killian Janet Harding
           Hope Long Christine Payseur

Nursery Schedule
February 2022

2022 Festival of Tables2022 Festival of Tables
Plans are underway to have a Festival of Tables in 2022.  Reservations for 
the family life center and kitchen have been made for Friday April 29 and 
Saturday April 30, 2022.  If you wish to participate in this fun event for United 
Methodist Women a table can be reserved for $5.00 and you decorate 
the table in your chosen theme using your tableware and decorations.  A 
delicious lunch will be served at 12 at a cost of $10.00 each and then we will have entertainment.  

To reserve a table or for more information contact Linda Abernathy at 704-842-4573 or Grace 
White at  704-842-4572.   We need to get started on plans so let us know soon who wants to 
participate.

Forever Young & Friends are going to 
lunch at Amber Jack's on Thursday Feb-
ruary 17th at 11:15 am. If you plan to go, 
there will be a sheet to sign on the "sign-
up" table.  If you sign up to ride the bus 
or plan to follow it, the bus will leave the 
church at 10:45. If you are driving & are go-
ing straight to Amber Jack’s, meet us there 
at 11:15.

SAVE THIS DATE
AUGUST 21-24, 2022

Guess who's coming to FUMC Clover, SC?

Ed Kilbourne and a four-day Senior Adult 
Vacation Bible School

Ed is a storyteller, musician, humorist and 
folk-theologian. He has been inspiring people 
for over 50 years.

The four-day format features a Sunday 
morning worship service, a 4:00 concert on 
Sunday afternoon, and Vacation Bible School 
lessons on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings from 10:00-12:00.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
MORE DETAILS TO COME



 

																 	 		
	

Come	join	the	fun!		We	want	you	here!		
 

February 2022 Schedule 
 

Spring Theme:   Learning from the People in the Bible 
 

Wednesday’s 6:30-7:30 pm 
 
Feb 2  Bible Heroes 1 - God 
Feb 9  Missions:  Valentine’s for Shut In’s 
Feb 16  Bible Heroes 2 - Moses 
Feb 23  Bible Heroes 3 - Deborah 
 
Covid permitting, I’d like to plan a Tween outing and another 
Family outing this Spring.  Ideas are welcome!!  
 
	

Happy New Year Youth and Parents! 
Sunday, February 20th at 4:30pm we will have a youth parents meeting to discuss some of the 
events and potential changes of the new year, this will also be used as a time to get your input on 
the youth thus far and to give any feedback you would like. See you then!
Ron Elovecky



 

  
     
BEACH TRIP  MAY 9 – 12, 2022  PLANNED BY FOREVER YOUNG & FRIENDS 
 
15 rooms are reserved for Forever Young & Friends. Names will be added to the 
list for a room when the first payment is received. 
 
TRIP INCLUDES 
Staying at the Dayton House Resort 
3 Nights in an Oceanfront Efficiency Unit 
3 Breakfasts 
3 Dinners – Carolina Roadhouse, Chestnut Hill, Original Benjamins  
Cruise on the Barefoot Queen 
 
COST PER PERSON: 
$294 – Double 
$489 – Single 
(3 & 4 people in a room rates available upon request) 
Your Lunches & Snacks (Most people take things from home) 
 
Payments –Make check out to FUMC – FY&F. In the Memo line write FY&F Beach 
Trip. Please turn payments in to the church office or in an envelope in the offering 
plate, or mail to FUMC Beach Trip, PO Box 225, Clover, SC 29710 
 
Payments based on double rate. 
$150.00 First Payment due on Tuesday, March 22, 2022 
$144.00 Final Payment due on Monday, April 14, 2022 
Payments based on single rate. 
$150.00 First Payment due on Tuesday, March 22, 2022 
$339.00 Final Payment due on Monday, April 14, 2022 
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FUMC Staff
Reverend Alex Stevenson, Senior Pastor – alex@cloverfumc.com

Lynn Shore-Hollis, Lay Associate – lshorehollis@cloverfumc.com 

Rob Elovecky, Youth Director/Lay Associate – relovecky@cloverfumc.com

Reverend J. Richard Gibson, Pastor Emeritus 

Cheri King, Director of Music Ministries – cking@cloverfumc.com 

Cathy Allen, BIG/Tweens Coordinator – cmallen217@gmail.com   

Christine Payseur, Church Business / Technical Coordinator – cpayseur@cloverfumc.com 

Shirley M. Davis, Administrative Assistant / Financial Secretary – sdavis@cloverfumc.com 

Nannette Carnes, Organist & Pianist – jncar61@yahoo.com

Tracie Kite, Sexton – kitetracie@hotmail.com 

Hope Long, Nursery Care Worker / Coordinator 

Dennis Cameron, Lay Leader 

Bob Grindle, Renee Gallien, Sue Gover, Jim Gover, Conference Lay Members


