
Mission:
We, the congregation, 
in humble and selfless 
service to God, will 

go forth joyfully, 
empowered and 

enabled by the Holy 
Spirit, to seek out, 

welcome, accept, and 
nurture persons to 

become faithful and 
effective disciples for 

Jesus Christ.
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 Jesus’ Seven
 Last Words

“Famous last words:” Jesus’ last words 
are among the most famous. They are 
drenched with meaning. Consider Jesus’ 
last words as we approach Holy Week:
1. Luke 23:34 - And Jesus said, “Father, 

forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” - Do you know what you are 
doing? Most of us operate in ignorance. 

We are really unaware of what we are doing. Often, we offend and 
injure our fellow human beings and are unknowing participants in 
oppression just like those Roman soldiers. Just as Jesus looked down 
from the cross and asked his Father to forgive those soldiers Jesus still 
looks down at our behavior and says, “Father, forgive them for they 
don’t know what they are doing.”

2. Luke 23:43 - And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise.” - One thief mocked Jesus while the other 
humbled himself and said, “Jesus remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” Both died, but one was given eternal life. Do we mock 
Christ by our lack of faith or do we humble ourselves to receive eternal 
life?

3. John 19:26-27 - When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he 
loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 
Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that 
hour the disciple took her to his own home. - It has been said that we 
are the only hands and feet God has on earth. As Jesus watched his 
mother and his friend tormented by his death, he probably longed to 
hold them and comfort them, but the nails in his hands prevented him. 
So, he called them to turn to each other to be the arms he longed to 
wrap around them. Perhaps in the absence of the physical body of our 
Lord we too should turn to each other as parents, children, brothers 
and sisters and comfort each other in the name and Spirit of Christ.



4. Mark 15:34 - And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” - Did God really forsake Christ? Some 
believe that at that moment Jesus had taken on himself the sins of the world and was for the first 
time truly separated from the Father. Consider this possibility. “My God, My God why hast thou 
forsaken me” are the opening words of Psalm 22. In this psalm of lament it says, “they divide my 
clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.”(vs. 18) Perhaps Jesus was referring to 
this Psalm or even trying to recite it to strengthen himself in that hour of physical weakness. Later in 
the Psalm it says “But you, O Lord, are not far away!”(vs. 19) Could it be that this is the real point of 
Jesus words - that even though it seems God had abandoned him, his Father was really there nearby?

5. John 19:28 - After this Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said(to fulfill the scripture), “I thirst.” 
-Jesus was the Water of Life, yet he experienced thirst for our sake. The world responded to his thirst 
the same way it responds to the thirst of all humanity - by offering vinegar instead of water. Let us 
offer the Water of Life - Jesus Christ - to the thirsty people around us instead of the vinegar of the 
world’s hatred.

6. John 19:30 - When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, “It is finished.” - What is finished? 
The sacrifice of the Lamb of God! Jesus died for our sins and at the moment of his death he 
purchased our forgiveness.

7. Luke 23:46 - Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!” 
And having said this he breathed his last. - With his last words and with his first, Jesus gives an 
example for us to follow. May we all commit our spirits to the loving care of our gracious Father in 
heaven.

“Doubting” Thomas
I believe Thomas gets a bad rap. John’s 
gospel tells the story of how he missed Jesus’ 
appearance on Easter Sunday and so he 
doubted. Well, wouldn’t you doubt? If everyone 
told you that someone you had witnessed dying 
was alive again, wouldn’t you doubt it. Maybe 
you would think it was a bad joke in poor 
taste. Maybe you would chalk it up to a group 
delusion brought on by fear and grief. The other 
disciples had doubted until they saw Jesus for 

themselves. So why is Thomas labeled with the moniker “Doubting.”
 He only doubted for a week. The very next Sunday Jesus appeared again. This time Thomas 
was there and he saw Jesus with his own eyes. Then he said “My Lord and my God.” He believed! 
“Doubting” Thomas had become “Believing” Thomas!
 Thomas teaches us that it is natural to doubt. We all have doubts. So, live with your doubts. Jesus 
said “Seek and you shall find.”(Matthew 7:7) He also said, “The truth will set you free.”(John 8:32) 
So embrace your doubt and seek the truth.
 Take CS Lewis as an example. CS Lewis is best known as the author of “The Chronicles of 
Narnia,” “Mere Christianity,” “The Great Divorce,” and other books about Christian Theology and 
belief. Before he became a famous Christian author, CS Lewis was a nonbeliever. His friend, fellow 
author, and Christian, JR Tolkien, who is best known as the author of “The Lord of the Rings,” 
shared his faith with Lewis. Lewis doubted, but he wrestled with his doubt and like Thomas came to 
believe. The end result is a lifelong witness through creative writing.

We should all be Thomases!



The General Conference is the highest policy 
and decision-making body in the United 
Methodist Church. It is the only group that 
speaks for the whole denomination. It meets 
every four years. It is composed of up to 1,000 
delegates evenly divided between clergy and 
laity. Each Annual Conference elects delegates 
based on the size of their conference’s 
membership. These delegates meet to make 
decisions and pass reports on the way the 
United Methodist denomination will be run 
for the next 4 years. Half of the membership of 
the United Methodist Church is from outside 
of the United States, so half the delegates are 
from outside the United States. We are truly a 
world wide church!

 The General Conference that was 
scheduled for 2020 had been postponed until 
later this year, 2022. While the pandemic is 
winding down here in the United States, other 
parts of the world where vaccines are not as 
available are still struggling. On top of that, 
the US Department of State has a massive 
backlog of visa requests that is over 800 
days. This would prevent many international 
delegates from attending. The Commission 
on the General Conference looked into the 
possibilities of having General Conference in 
2023 or of having a partially virtual General 
Conference. Given the technical difficulties 
and the requirements of the Book of Disciple 
it was determined that it was necessary for 
the delegates to meet in person. The next 
regularly scheduled General Conference 
would be in 2024 anyway so the decision was 
made to push it back until then.

 The story behind the story of the 2020 
General Conference starts back in 2016. At that 
General Conference, the decision was made 
to have a special called General Conference 

2020 General Conference Postponed Again

before the 2020 General Conference to resolve 
disagreements about the church’s stances 
and policies relating to the inclusion of gays 
and lesbians in the church and ministry. The 
2019 General Conference met in early 2019 to 
consider several alternative ways of allowing 
churches and conferences to set their own 
policies or to divide the denomination. In the 
end the “Traditional Plan” was passed by a slim 
margin; however, many of its enforcement 
aspects were ruled unconstitutional and in 
violation of the bylaws of the United Methodist 
Church by the Judicial Council, which acts 
like the Supreme Court of the UMC. The end 
result was that we were back where we had 
been, with some Annual Conferences doing 
one thing and some another in respect to 
the inclusion of gay and lesbian pastors and 
members.

 It was hoped that the 2020 General 
Conference would resolve these issues. By 
late 2019 there was a plan endorsed by a 
large number of groups on both sides of the 
issue, that would have provided a road map 
for conferences and churches to decide to 
form new denominations while taking some 
of the resources of the larger denomination 
with them to establish all the needed 
commissions, boards, and agencies as well 
as church properties. This plan is in limbo 
now because of the pandemic. It is hoped 
that this will begin to find some resolution in 
2024. That may have all been put on hold, but 
in the meantime, there are 
United Methodist Churches 
all around the world making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world. Please be in prayer 
for the future of the United 
Methodist Church.



Join us in Lenten and Easter Services
This year our Lenten theme will be “Prodigals.” The word “prodigal” 
means extravagant. We are familiar with the Prodigal Son because 
of his extravagant living, but if you think about it, the father in the 
story was also extravagant in his love and forgiveness, giving the son who spent half his fortune 
a robe, shoes, rings, and killing the fatted calf. God is extravagant in the blessing and love and 
forgiveness God shows us. We are called to be extravagant in humility and devotion.

April 3:  “Prodigals: Extravagant Devotion”   John 12:1-8
Mary used a bottle of costly ointment to anoint Jesus’ feet even though others objected. 

She was extravagant in her devotion to Jesus!

April 10: “Prodigals: Extravagant Sacrifice”        Passion/Palm Sunday Cantata 
God gave the only begotten Son, and Jesus gave himself to die on the cross 

for the sin of the world. That was an extravagant sacrifice!

Thurs. April 14: Maundy Thursday Holy Communion 7 pm

Fri. April 15:  Good Friday Tenebrae 7 pm 

Sun. April 17:  Sunrise Service 7 am
                       Traditional Services – 8:30 & 11 am

Bible Study of Romans
We will be wrapping up our study of Paul’s letter to the Romans this 
month. Please join us each Tuesdays at 11 am in the Steve Camp 
Classroom or on Zoom. The final lesson will be April 5: Romans 14-16.

Christianity and World Religions
By studying the basic beliefs and the basic differences between Christianity and world religions we 
can better understand our own faith and can better love those of other faiths. For this reason, we 
will begin a study of world religions on Tuesdays at 11 am in the Steve Camp Classroom. We will 
be using the book by Adam Hamilton Christianity and World Religions: Wrestling with Questions 
People Ask.  This book gives a basic summary of the history and beliefs of Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. It seeks to highlight the areas of agreement and the fundamental 
differences. If you would like to strengthen your faith in Christ and be better able to share that faith 
with others, come and join us! Our lessons in April will be:

W	April 19: Questions People Ask
W	April 26: Hinduism

Announcements



Upcoming Sermons for April
Services, unless otherwise noted, will be in the Sanctuary at 8:30 and 11 am and will also be 

livestreamed on the church’s Facebook page.

W	April 3: John 12:1-8 “Prodigals: Extravagant Devotion”  Rev. Alex Stevenson
W	April 10: Palm/Passion Sunday Cantata - Prodigals: Extravagant Sacrifice
W	April 14: 7 pm Maundy Thursday - John 13:1-30 “It’s Getting Dark” Rev. Alex Stevenson
W	April 15: 7 pm Good Friday Tenebrae reading on Luke’s Passion Narrative   
W	April 17: 7 am Sunrise Service outside - Luke 24:1-12 Lynn Shore-Hollis
W	April 17: 8:30 & 11 - John 20:1-18  “’Get it?’ ‘Got it!’ ‘Good!’” Rev. Alex Stevenson
W	April 24: John 20:10-31 “Doubt” Rev. Alex Stevenson     

Palm/Passion Sunday April 10th

The Sunday before Easter is celebrated as both Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. It was on that 
Sunday before Good Friday that Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem to shouts of hosanna! On this 
Sunday we also remember that later that week the voices were crying “Crucify!” and we celebrate 
the Passion or death of Christ. This year on Palm/Passion Sunday the Chancel Choir, will sing 
hosannas and of the events that led to Jesus’ death for our salvation. We will also have dramatic 
monologues to introduce each choir piece. Plan to be at one of the services on April 10th and bring 
a friend so they too can know and celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his death for 
our sins! This service will be livestreamed on Facebook.

Maundy Thursday Service April 14th

On the night our Lord was betrayed, he washed his disciples’ feet and instituted the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. At 7 pm on April 14th we will remember and celebrate the actions of Christ at the 
Last Supper including foot washing and Holy Communion.
 Those attending this service will be given the choice to have their feet washed or not, but we ask 
that you not wear pantyhose so that if you decide to have your feet washed that will not prevent you 
from doing so. Plan to come to this moving service! This service will be livestreamed on Facebook.

Good Friday Service April 15th

On Good Friday, April 15th at 7 pm we will have a good Friday Tenebrae service. This service through 
a series of readings remembers Jesus’ death on the cross. We will be reading from Luke’s Gospel 
this year. At key points in the reading candles are extinguished to symbolize the death of Christ. 
The Chancel Choir will sing at this service. Come and remember what Jesus did for us all on Good 
Friday. This service will be livestreamed on Facebook.

Easter Sunrise Service – 7 am
We will have a Sunrise service at 7 am on Easter April 17th. It was at sunrise that Jesus rose from 
the dead so come and join us for this moving worship experience! This service will be livestreamed 
on Facebook.

Announcements



Holy Week and Easter
Easter is April 17th this year. 

Here is a schedule of Holy Week and Easter events and services. 
All services will be livestreamed on Facebook.

Sun. April 10:  Palm/Passion Sunday Cantata – 8:30 & 11 am
Thurs. April 14: Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Services at 7 pm 
Fri. April 15:  Good Friday Tenebrae Services at 7 pm
Sat. April 16:  Easter Egg Hunt
Sun. April 17:  Sunrise Service - 7 am outside

 Traditional Services – 8:30 & 11 am

The Great 50 Days
“Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!” Every 
time we celebrate Holy Communion, we remind ourselves of 
this good news. Christ died for our sins. He rose to give us 
eternal life, and he is coming again on clouds of glory! From 
Easter until June 5th, we will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. 
Easter Day is April 17th, but the season of Easter is actually 50 
days long in the church!  Jesus rose on Easter Sunday, but he 
appeared to his disciples for 40 days and then ascended into 
heaven. Then ten days later he sent the Holy Spirit to anoint 
the disciples at Pentecost. Make time to celebrate the new 
life that we have through the resurrection of Jesus, not just on 
Easter Sunday, but every day!

Greeters Needed
We are in need of people to greet in the lobby and at the elevator before the 8:30 and 11 am 
services. If you would like to greet, please contact the church and let us know which service you 
prefer to greet before, and we will schedule you

COVID Response
According to the new CDC guidance, COVID levels are “low” in York County. This new guidance 
rates each county as low, medium, or high based on the number of infections and hospitalizations 
per 100,000 people and the percentage of hospital beds occupied by COVID patients. To offer safe 
worship opportunities for all, we will continue: 

•	 to provide socially distanced seating options in the Sanctuary, 
•	 a showing of the livestream from that sanctuary in the Mission and Fellowship Center, when possible,
•	 the Facebook livestreaming of services. 

Announcements



The Billy Gallien Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a High School graduate Class 
of 2022.

The recipient must be a member of First United Methodist Church Clover, SC. Applications 
may be picked up in the church office or from Renee Gallien. Deadline for the applications to 
be returned to the church is April 25, 2022. In 2021 we were able to award six scholarships 
totaling $4200.00; in 2020 we were able to award five scholarships totaling $3250.00, 
thanks to the generosity of our donors.

Donations to the scholarship fund can be sent to the church office marked Gallien Memorial 
Scholarship or placed in the offering plate. Thank you for your generosity in supporting 
our high school graduates as they look to their future. Thank you for your donations in 
remembering our son and brother, Billy.

Renee, Tim & MacKenzie Gallien

Missions Update
Mission’s Committee sponsored and prepared the Wednesday night meal on February 9th.  We cleared 
over $260 for Kentucky tornado relief.  We subsequently sent a check for $300 to The Western Kentucky 
conference.  We donated our left-over food to God’s Kitchen.  If your group has left overs and would like to 
donate them to God’s Kitchen, please contact David Wray, (803) 367-1351, for information or assistance.

In March, we donated $500 to UMCOR for Ukraine relief and $500 to the “Have Faith Haiti” Orphanage.

Also in March, The Food Project provided groceries to 70 families.  This is an historically high number for 
March, and we also had an unusually large number of first-time families.  It’s not a far reach to imagine 
that the current high prices for groceries and gas are pushing folks to reach out for help to make ends meet.  
Please keep people that are currently hurting beyond their means in mind and in your prayers.  If you have 
a little extra to give in helping them, we are glad to take food donations or directed giving.

We are planning to have “One Great Day of Service” on October 15th.  We did this several years ago, and it 
was very successful.  We hope that all groups with the church will come up with a mission area or service 
project to work on during this day.  More details will be coming soon.

God Bless, 

David Wray

Billy Gallien Memorial Scholarship

2022 Festival of Tables2022 Festival of Tables
The festival of tables after a 2 year delay is scheduled for April 30, 2022.  
If you would like to decorate a table or to attend and need a ticket, please 
contact Linda Abernathy at 704-842-4573.



Dear Church Family,
We deeply appreciate your expressions 
of sympathy and love during this difficult 
time. Your support means so much, and 
will always be remembered.  Thank you!
    Shirley Leroy and children

Registration is now open for the 13 camps being held this summer.  
All campers must be fully vaccinated to attend.  If interested in the 
camps and their dates, go to www.umcsc.org and look for Salke-
hatchie Summer Service.  The Clover Camp will be held July 16-23.  
Please keep all the camps in your prayers as we are planning for a 
different but safe Salkehatchie this year.

UMW News

Thank you to Linda 
Lowman, Louise Jackson and Eleanor Eakes 
for representing First UMW at Day Apart.

Ladies, please be thinking of nominations for 
our special awards and someone to speak on 
UMW Sunday.

Important dates:
May 1st and Aug. 7th-General Meeting at 12:15.  
Bring an appetizer to share.
Aug. 14th-UMW Sunday

 
Nursery Schedule  March - May 2022

 
                             8:30 Service                                                  11:00 Service
 
 04/03 Chris Wilson Lindee Dover (803/627-0379)
             Hope Long Sarah Dover
 04/10   Sarah Dover Janet Harding  (803/222-0272)
             Hope Long Christine Payseur  (803/222-5093)                                                                     
 04/17    Evelyn Cameron Jeannine Wyatt
              Hope Long Kim Wise
 04/24    Susan Killian Ann Grindle
              Hope Long Hope Long
 05/01   Chris Wilson Becky Jackson
              Hope Long Kelly Nellums
 05/08 Sarah Dover                       Tommy Burton
              Hope Long Evelyn Cameron
 05/15   Evelyn Cameron Lindee Dover
              Hope Long Sarah Dover
 05/22  Susan Killian Janet Harding
              Hope Long Christine Payseur
 05/29   Charlotte Dowd  (803/222-5746)       Jeannine Wyatt
             Hope Long Kim Wise





 

																 	 		
	

Come	join	the	fun!		We	want	you	here!		
 

BIG & Tweens (PreK-5th grade) 
 

April 2022 Schedule 
 
 

Spring Theme:   Learning from the People in the Bible 
 
 

Wednesday’s 6:30-7:30 pm 
 
 
Apr 6  Books of the Bible 
Apr 13    No BIG – Spring Break 
Sat. April 16  Church Easter Egg Hunt 10am -12 noon 
Apr 20  Books of the Bible 
Apr 27  Books of the Bible 
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